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SUMMARY OF USSR FISH INDUSTRY DATA, AFRIL 1953

zﬁbmment: This report presents information, from April 1953
Soviet newspapers, on the 1952 ania 1953 fish catches, the fish
products industry, and fish breeding and conservation measures.

Rumbers in parentheses refer to appended sources;7

Fish Catch

The fish industry of the Karelo-Finnish SSR operated unsatisfactorily in
1952 arnd fulfilled the 1952 fishing plan only 79 percent. In 1953, the republic
fish induatry is t7 increase the f£ish catch 60.7 percent over 1952. By the
beginning of tine 1953 spring fishing seascn, the republic fishing fleet facil-
ities nhad increased 5.5 times, as compared with 1946.(1) In 1953, fishing kol-
khozes of the Karelo-Finnish SoR are to catch 40,000 quintels more fish than in
1952. However, 61 of 70 fishing kolkhozes failed to fulfill the first-quarter

1953 plan.(2)

The Belomorskaya State Fishing Base of the Karelo-Finnish SSR pledged to
fulfill the 1953 fishing plen by 5 Dezember and to catch by the end of the year
4,000 quintals of fish abuve plan.

The Petrozavodsk Fish Combiue in the Karelo-Finnish SSR fulfilled the March
1953 fishing plan 134 percent.(3) The fishing fleet of the Petrozavodsk Fish
Combine 1s to catch 4,210 quintals of fish in 1953.(4)

Fish industry enterprises of the Karelo-Finnish SSR produced 6LO caprone-
fiver nets in 1952, 597 of which were used for fishing and brought in 889 quin-
tals of fish. Each caprone-fiber net averaged 1.6 quintels of fish per catch,
vhile each cotton net averaged O.k4 quintal per catch.(5)
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The following table shows

percentage fulfillment of the first-quarter 1953
fishing plan by fishing enterpr

ises of the Estonian SSR:

Oblast 31 Mar (6)
Pyarnuskaya 49.8

Including state
fishing enterprises 37.8

Tartuskaya 39.k

Including state
fishing enterprises 196.0

Tallinskays 31.1

Including state
fishing enterprises 27.5

By the end of the second quarter 1953, fishermen of the Estonian SSR ere
to have caught as many fish as during all of 1952.(7)

Fish industry enterprises of Riga, latvian SSR
1953 fishing plan by 5 December and to ¢
than 35,000 pud of fish above plan.(8)

; Pledged to fulfill the
atch by the end of the year not less

In 1953, fishermen of Zhdanov, Ukrainian SSR, are to catch 22,000 quintals
wore fish than in 1952.(9)

As of 17 April, fis

hing kolkhozes and fish plants of the Azerbaydzhan SSR
on the Caspian Sea were

not fulfilling 1953 fishing assignments. In March 1953,
these fishing enterprises failed to catch 8,854 quintals of fish. During the

first quarter 1953, northern Azerbaydzhan fish plants on the Caspian Sea caught
11,000 quintals of fish instead of the planned 43,500 quintals. During the first

quarter 1952, fish plants in the herring regions caught twice as many fish as
during the first quarter 1953.{10)

Astrakhanskeya Oblast fishermen caught 270,000 pud of fish above the first-
quarter 1953 plan.(ll) The Krasuyy Partizan group of fish plants of the Dages-
tanskava ASSR Fish Trust pledged to fulfill the 1953 fishing plan by 25 April
end ‘o catch, by 1 May, 3,600 quintals of fish above plan.(12) Krymskaya Oblast
fishermen pledged to catch 82,000 yuintals of fish above the 1953 plan.{11)

As of 27 April, fishermen of the Ural-Caspian Basin in the Kazakh SSR had ;
fulfilled the plan for the first 4 months of 1953 and had caught 60,000 pud more .
fish than during the corresponding pericd in 1952.(13)

As of 24 April, the Krasnovodsk and Kizyl

-Su fish combines and the Ogur:
chinskiy Fish Plant of the Turkmen SSR Fish Tr

ust had fulfilled the April 1953
plan and haé procured 17,000 pud more fish than during the same period [f.kmuary -
2h Aprid] 1952.(1k)

Fish Produets

The Petrozavodsk Fish Combine in the Karelo-Finnish SSR fulfilled the first-
quarter 1953 plan for canned fish production 117 percent.(3)

The Pyarnu Fish Cannery in the Estonian S3R pledged to produce, by 1 May
50,000 jars of canned fish above the April 1953 plan.(15)
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As of 16 April, the Kolka Fish Plant in the Latvian SSR had produced 27,000
Jars of prime-quality canned fish above the plan for the first 4 months of 1953.(16)
By the end of the Fifth Five-Year Plan, the Mangal'skiy Fish Plant in the Latvian
S8R 15 to be put in operation. The plant will produce chiefly sardine products.(l7)
Fish industry enterprises of Riga, latvian SSR, pledged to fulfill the 1953 fish-
processing plan by 21 December and to produce 30,000 jars of canned fish above
plan by the end of the year.(8)

Fish-processing enterprises of Krymskaya Oblast pledged to produce 20,000
quintals of marinated fish, 2,000 quintals of frozen fish, and 500 quintals of
smoked fish above the 1953 plan. Oblast canneries pledged to produce one million
Jars of canned fish above the 1953 plan.(11)

As of 28 April, floating plants of the crab-fishing flotilla operating off
Primorskly Kray had produced 310,000 more Jars of canned goods than by the same
date in 1952.(18) Whalers of the Aleut Whaling Flotilla operating off Primorskiy
Kray pledged to produce 20,000 quintals of whale meat and 3,600 quintals of whale
oil ebove the 1953 plan.(19) The Zarubino Fish Combine in Primorskiy Kray pledged
to fulfill the 1953 plan by T November and to produce by the end of the year
250,000 Jars of fish above plan. During the first L4 days of April 1953, the Vlad-
. 1{23t?k ?tate Fish Combine in Primorskiy Kray produced 1,000 jars of fish above
L plan. 20

In 1952, twice as many chilled fish products were produced in the Kazakh SSR
as in 1951. A large refrigeration plant is being constructed on Uyaly Island in
the Aral Sea.(21)

Fish Breeding and Conservation

In 1950, 39.5 millinn roe of valuable fish were collected and hatched by five
fish-breeding plants in the Estonian SSR. As of 23 April 1953, 65.2 million roe
had already been collected and hatched, and almost all the hatched fry had been
liberated in republic ponde. Tens of millions of whitefish try were liberated at
Saarema Island in the Pyarnu Gulf, and nearly 15 willion fry were liberated in the
Chudskoye Lake.(22)

A great deal of attentlon is being devoted to increasing the quantity and
quality of commercial fish reserves of the Estonian SSR. Each year, fish-breed-
ing plants of the Est nian Administration of Glavrybved (Mein Administration of
Fish Breeding and Conservation) rear tens of millions of fry and release them in
shallos ponds, lakes, and rivers of the republic. In 1052, S5k.8 million white-
fish, selmon, end salmon trout {ry were livberated in 15 republic rivers. The fish-
breeting plants also acclimatize ccmmercinlly valuable fish which are brought in
from other regions of the USSR. By the end of May 1953, €0 million salmon, white- .
fish, and salmon trout fry were to have been liberated in rivers and lakes of the ‘
Estonian SSR.(23)

Inland waters of the Estonian S5R, particularly those in the scuthern part of
the republie, were long ago known for their rich resources of crayfish. Because
of a crayfish epidemic which spread throughout most cf the wateirs of northwestern
Eurcpe, natural reserves of crayfish were greatly reauced and fishing ror them al-
most stopped.

In 1949, the Ministry of Fish Industry Estonian SSR, in conjunction with the
. Bstonian Administration of Glavrybvod, began to restore commercial reserves of
£ crayfish. Within a 4-year period (194% - 1952), healthy crayfish were trans-

: planted from lakes containing diseased crayfish to 1,000 hectares of uncontami-
nated lakes. Dwring this period, 55,000 brood crayfish were transplanted to &
southern lake in the republic and, by 1952, crayfish fry had begun to uppear. In
1953, 10,000 more crayfish are to be transplanted to uncontaminated lakes.(24)
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As of 23 April 1953, the Kuldigo-Ayzputskiy Fish Hatchery in the Latvian
SSR hed finished transplanting its fish from wintering to fattening and breed-
ing ponds. As of this date, the hatchery had liberated & total of more than
45,000 silver crucian and carp in 1953. The hatchery, which now occupies 10
hectares, is to be expanded in 1953, A new fish hatchery is to be constructed
in Rudbarzhakh.(25)

By the end of spring 1953, fishing kolkhozes of the Pinsk State Fish Trust
in the Belorussian SSR were to have placed in fattening ponds 145,000 more mir-
ror carp and silver crucian yearlings than in 1952. During the Fifth Five-Year
Plan, more than 1,500 hectares of lakes not previously utilized in Pinskaya Cb-
last are to be stocked with silver crucian, and nearly 1,000 hectares of kolkhoz
pends are to be organized in Pinskays Oblast,(26)

In 1953, two large fish-breeding stations are to be operating on the Dnestr
River in the Moldavian SSR. During the year, up to 20 willion fry are to be
liberated in the Dnestr River.(27)

Usually, up to 80 percent of sturgeon fry perish as a result of predaceous
fish and the fry's inability tc find food. N. I. Kozhin, head cf the fish-breed-
ing and breed-improvement laboratories of VNIRO (Al1l-Union Scientific-Research
Institute of Pelagic Fishing and Ocemnography), has suggested a coubination method
of breeding this commercially valuable fish, by which £5 to 90 percent of the
fry are preserved.

In this method, fertilized roe are placed in incubators at sturgeon-breeding
stations which have been constructed downstream from the Volga, Don, and Kura
rivers. After & to 10 days, the hatched fry are set free in round basins filled
with heated vater, where they ore fed according to a specially worked out diet
of live food. At the end of the first month, the young fish are transplenied to
ponds containing rich netural foed. The trensplantation is made to coincide
with the time that the young fish normally spill out into the sea from the rivers
which the adult sturgeon are ascending for spawning.

In the near {uture, the first experimental plant to breed fish by the com-
bination method is to be put in operation on the Kura River in the Azerbaydzhan
SSR. The plant is to produce 250,000 sturgecn fry in 1953.(28)

As of 6 April 1953, fish-breeding plents of Khabarovskiy Kray had produced
26 mililen dog salmon {vy. After being fattened in the Teplo Lake, the salmon
are to be liberuted in the Amuir River.(29)

o new Tishine repiun is Leing created as @ result of the construction of
the Tsimlysnskoye, Stalinpredckoye, and Volga-Don Canal reservoirs and the re-
ceneration of the Sarpinskiy lakes. Meore than 300,000 quintals of commerclally
valuable fish will be obtained from this region annually.

A department of VNIORRKh (A1l-Union Scientific-Research Institute of Lake
and River Fisheries) has been set up In Stalingrad to work out measures for
stocking the new waters. Lapitskiy, Candidate of Biclogical Sciences, was made
director of this departueut. The department, as well as the institute, has been
concentrating particularly on the reservoirs and has planned to stock them with
commercially valusble carp, bream, pike per:ch, and sturpecn. The possibility of
acclimatizing white Amwr, ripus, and other plant-eating fish has been established
by the departwent. In 1952, mere than 10C metric tons of choice fish were lib-
erated in the Tsimlyanskoye, warpovskoye, and Varvarovsioye reserveirs. The
rich feed reserves in the new reservoirs will preatly increase the rate of growth
of reservoir fish. After 5 months in one of the new reservoirs, carp and bream
fry could weigh as much as 800 grams.
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While studying the chemical composition of plant food reserves, some of
which were not being consumed by local species in the new reservoirs, the de-
partment worked out measures for acclimatizing Amur plant-eating fish in the
reservoirs. This fish reaches a weight of 30 or more kilograms. In the near
futwre, 500 adult fish and 1.5 million fry of this type are to be liberated in
the Tsimlyanskoye Reservoir.

A large spawning and breeding establishment is being constructed in Kotel'-
nikovekiy Rayon on the Tsimlyanskoye Reservoir to maintein constant fish re-
serves of commercially valusble species. The new enterprise will occupy an

"~ area of 900 hectares and is to produce 30 million fry annually. A network of
fish-breeding plants to breed sterlet and sturgeon hybrids for stock replenish-
ment 18 to be constructed on the lower Volga and Don rivers and also at the
dams .{30)

During 1951 and 1952, the Don River Fish Reservation delivered more than
200,000 pike perch, carp, and bream to the Tsimlyanskoye Reservoir. In ad-
dition, more than 5 million ripus roe from Chelyabinskaya Oblast have been lib-
erated in the reserveoir. In 1953, 33,000 pike perch and carp, various Amur
fish, and one million roe of white sturgeon-sterlet hybrid are to be liberated
in the Tsimlyanskoye Reservoir.

The Varvarovskoye, Berislavskoye, and Karpovskoye reservoirs have also
been populated with carp, pike perch, and bream. Large floating spawning en-
terprises are being constructed on the lower Don River. These enterprises are
to collect 50 million roe and liberate the hatched fry in the three previously
mentioned reservoirs.(31)
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